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The Rotary Club of Calgary 
 

Vision 

The Rotary Club of Calgary is an organization of 

business, professional and community leaders who 

come together through commitment and fellowship 

to create opportunities and a better future for 

generations who follow. 

Mission 

It is our mission to embrace the ideals of Rotary International, contributing to a better Calgary 

and a better world through significant service while providing extraordinary opportunities for 

networking, fellowship, friendship and personal growth. 

Tim Heaton - Song Leader 
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Club President 

Bill Keech 

 

The Rotary Club of Calgary has been operating within 

the Calgary community since 1914. Throughout the 

97-year history of the Rotary Club of Calgary, we 

have undertaken major projects for the benefit of 

our community ς both locally and globally. This year 

was no exception. 

The vision of the Rotary Club of Calgary has always 

been to create opportunities and a better future for 

the generations who follow. Our mission is to 

contribute to a better Calgary and a better world through significant service while providing 

extraordinary opportunities for networking, fellowship, friendship and personal growth. The 

Rotary Club of Calgary remains true to our core values. 

I am very proud to have been President of the Rotary Club of Calgary for the 2010/ 2011 Rotary 

year. We faced numerous challenges and rose to meet those challenges. Our Club has achieved 

much and is well positioned for the future. 

One key undertaking was our operations review. The Operations Review Committee researched 

potential cost savings and made recommendations that would ensure the future sustainability 

of our Club while being mindful of our culture and history. As a result of the review, we were 

able to reduce our Club overhead and achieve a better focus on our charitable giving ς a 

substantial gain for both our donors and beneficiaries. 

This year we were awarded the Western Heritage Legacy Award by the Calgary Stampede. The 

award was a tremendous honour for our Club. It 

recognized the Rotary Club of Calgary for its youth 

programs ς most notably the creation of the Boys 

& Girls Clubs of Calgary and our Rotary Stay-in-

School Program.  

We were awarded the Certificate of Achievement 

Award from Rotary International. The award was 

presented jointly to the Rotary Club of Calgary and 

the Rotary Club of Calgary South in recognition of 

the Rotary Flames Partnership. Through this 

partnership, the Rotary Club of Calgary has 

participated in nine key signature legacy projects and the granting of $10 million to the Calgary 

community. During the year we participated in two Rotary Flames dedication ceremonies; first 

Western Heritage Legacy Award Presentation 
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for the opening of the Southern Alberta Institute of Urology and most recently for the delivery 

of eight portable ultrasound units to the Calgary Health Trust.  

Our member Walter Haessel was presented with the Service Above Self Award by Rotary 

International. The award was ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

²ŀƭǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ projects. This is a very significant 

award as only 150 are presented worldwide by Rotary International each year. Our District has 

received a total of nine Service Above Self Awards. Of those, four were presented to members 

of our Club; Walter Haessel, Garth Toombs, Carl Smith and Phil Libin. Congratulations to all 

recipients. 

The Rotary Club of Calgary celebrated 20 years of women as members this past year. We wish to 

thank Past-President Gord Walker and his Board for making this possible. Today women make 

up 20% of our membership. 

We were honoured with exceptional luncheon speakers ς from Mayor Nenshi, to Lieutenant 

Governor DonaƭŘ 9ǘƘŜƭΣ ǘƻ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ .ŀƭƭŜǘΩǎ WŜŀƴ DǊŀƴŘŜ aŀître, to John Forzani of the Forzani 

Group. Exceptional speakers contribute to memorable luncheon experiences. 

Membership in the Rotary Club of Calgary has been growing. We have added a significant 

number of outstanding new members. These members come to us from two primary sources; 

first through the recommendations of our current members ς thank you for your efforts and 

please continue with your Club promotion. Secondly, new members are seeking us out ς 

recognition that the Rotary Club of Calgary is a well-respected and relevant organization. Our 

new members represent a broad cross section of the 

Calgary Business Community. We finished the year with 

293 members.  

Unfortunately we lost a few key members and past 

members this year.  Dr. Ted Allison, Earl Coutts, Lloyd 

Flood, Delbert Kvemshagen, Mike Stroick and Mary 

Tynan passed away. Their contributions to the Club 

were significant, their friendship and Rotary 

commitment will be missed.  

The Rotary Club of Calgary is the largest Rotary Club in 

Canada and one of the finest service clubs anywhere. 

Since our inception in 1914, we have had a significant 

positive impact on our community. This commitment continues ς both locally and globally. 

I wish to thank all our members who helped make the Rotary Club of Calgary the best service 

club anywhere. I also wish to thank Tina Jarrett and Karen Cottingham of the Rotary Office, the 

Board of Directors, the Operations Review Committee, the BBQ Review Committee and all the 

Club committees and members who worked so hard to ensure our success.  

Jill, Colleen and Russ Tynan admire the 
Chuckwagon plaque for Mary Tynan 
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President Elect 

Bruce Fenwick 

 

The President-Elect chairs the Long Range Planning 

(LRP) Committee of the Rotary Club of Calgary plus 

the Nominations Committee for Directors. The 

President-Elect also prepares for the year of leading 

the Club and Board. Preparations involve discussions 

with Directors for assignment of portfolios, 

establishing priorities, attending District-hosted 

training sessions, relevant conferences, meeting with 

collaborative community partners, and working 

closely with the President on issues of the day. 

The LRP Committee is mandated to update the three-year plan annually and to take a fresh look 

at the plan every five years; this year represented the end of a five-year plan. The previous plan 

laid out strategies for gaining greater visibility through larger, collaborative, impact projects as a 

ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ conducting service in the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦǊƻƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ 

relative to meeting its financial commitments and gaps experienced in achieving other areas of 

the plan made it appropriate to take into consideration the overall workings of the Club.  

Meetings through the fall established issues and priorities. An invitation to all members to a 

Saturday morning session in January yielded valuable input into key issues facing the Club in the 

areas of granting strategy, stakeholder relations, communications and member engagement. 

The Operations Review Committee met with the LRP Committee. The Board was presented with 

a draft report for review prior to presentation to the membership on May 31, 2011. This report 

is available online. 

What should the Club look like in five years? We expect the members of the Rotary Club of 

Calgary in 2016 to be a diverse group of community and business leaders united in pride for 

what we have achieved in the first 100 years and ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

lives. Furthermore, we expect our members to be well informed and engaged in Club service 

activities enhanced through productive and visible collaborations with other Rotary clubs and 

organizations. Our impact will be clearly communicated and our governance transparent. 

To get there, the Board of Directors must provide leadership toward achievement of Club goals 

considered essential to sustain and grow Club impact in the years to come. Key goals over the 

next three years are: 

Á plan and execute visible projects and programs based upon sound funding and create 

exciting recognition of the 100th anniversary of our Club 

Á ensure proactive communications inside and out for all programs 
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Á engage our members, including an effective mentorship program 

Á Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƭǳŜ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 

Á define and implement sustainable, effective management and leadership policies.  

The Rotary Club of Calgary has an amazing history and is endowed with capable members, 

significant funding and goodwill and an enviable capacity to impact our community and the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΗ 
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Club Treasurer 

Keith Pedersen 

 

For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2010, The Rotary 

Club of Calgary had revenues of $2,378,757 related 

to its charitable activities and revenues of $364,686 

related to member dues, luncheon revenues and 

fellowship activities for a combined total of 

$2,743,443. In addition, there was $87,762 of 

accumulated funds from the prior fiscal year 

available to the Club. Included in total revenues 

related to its charitable activities is $1,206,677 from 

The Calgary Rotary Clubs Foundation from the 

earnings on the endowment from the estate of Ev Mayhood and revenues of $891,229 from 

fundraising activities, with $785,029 from catered barbeques primarily during Stampede week. 

Club expenditures related to its charitable activities (see pie chart below) totaled $2,339,005 

which included $691,191 in expenses related to fundraising activities, with $608,516 related to 

catered barbeques, an expenditure of $603,338 donated to Rotary International as per the 

/ƭǳōΩǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƘƻƻŘ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ϷомрΣфлр ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘnership with the 

/ŀƭƎŀǊȅ CƭŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ϷнлпΣсон ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ 

World Community Service Committee. Other areas of support in the range of $25,000 to 

$50,000 included Woods Homes, Stay in School scholarships and honorariums, Boys & Girls 

/ƭǳōǎ ƻŦ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

donations awarded.  Administrative and overhead support for charitable activities totaled 

$230,000.  Expenses related to our fellowship activities, including our luncheon meetings, 

totaled $368,874. 

Full audited financial statements are available on the Rotary Club of Calgary website.     

$691,191 , 30%

$603,338 , 26%$315,905 , 
13%

$265,851 , 11%

$204,632 , 9%

$230,000 , 10%
$28,088 , 1%

Charitable Activity Expenses

Fundraising activities

Rotary International

Rotary/Flames projects

Other charitable activities

International projects

Administration & overhead

Other expenses
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Club Secretary 

Carol Rosdobutko 

 

As Club Secretary for the Rotary Club of Calgary, the 

largest Rotary Club in Canada, it was my privilege 

and honour to fulfill this role for the 2010 ς 2011 

year. The secretarial duties in our Club are 

significantly less than in a traditional Rotary Club due 

to our size. The majority of the administrative side of 

the secretarial duties fell on Tina Jarrett and Karen 

Cottingham, for which I thank them immensely.  

²ŜŜƪƭȅΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛƪŜǊ ƻŦ ΨwƻǎŘƻōǳǘƪƻ ǘƘŜ 

wƻǾƛƴƎ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊΩΣ L ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 

members. The members were encouraged to share 

their reason or reasons for becoming Rotarians, or 

what brought them to Rotary, what they enjoyed most about Rotary, what their most 

memorable Rotary moment had been. Members were also asked to share something about 

themself that might not be known to their fellow Club members.  

I heard over and over that it had been a business colleague or a family member who invited 

people to join Rotary. Camaraderie and fellowship were what people liked the most. Memorable 

Rotary moments were as varied as the members, however a few of note were: the opportunity 

to have exchange students staying with their families, the glowing faces of the children in the 

Stay-in-{ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ {ǘŀƳǇŜŘŜ ..vǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ .ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ƘƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ [ƻōǎǘŜǊ 5ƛƴƴŜǊΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ IŀƳǇŜǊ 9ƭŦΦ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ 

not forget the golf tournaments, the international projects and the joining together of like-

minded business individuals to create a better community, city, country and world. We have 

pretty amazing people in the Club from great gardeners, to accomplished authors, bungee 

jumpers, marathon runners, swim instructors, cookbook for polio authors, ham radio operators, 

oyster shuckers, trumpet players, artists, musicians, humanitarians, volunteers, in addition to 

the incredible business talents of the Club members.    

I also shared stories of interest, focusing on what the various committees in the Club did. In the 

role of Secretary I was exposed to the various projects the Club was involved in. Being a fairly 

new member to Rotary, it gave me an opportunity to see the extent that our Club contributes. 

As I discovered these things I shared them at our weekly meetings to encourage old and new 

members alike to explore new areas of interest.   

Rounding out my duties as Club Secretary I attended Board meetings, was the liaison between 

ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ .ŀƭƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ .ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ƘƻǿΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 

events and activities hosted by the Club and performed various other duties as required. 
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Fulfilling the role of Club Secretary has been a very rewarding experience. Not only did I learn 

about the inner workings of a large Rotary club but I had the opportunity to meet and get to 

know some amazing people. I thank Bill Keech for his unwavering support throughout the year.   

This is an experience I will treasure for a long time. I thank President Bill Keech with some help 

from past Presidents Larry Shelley and Jack LaMarsh for inviting and encouraging me to fulfill 

the role of Club Secretary. 
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Club Service ς Fellowship 

John Lindenbach 

 

The basis of Fellowship in our Club is simply getting 

involved in any of our numerous service committees 

and attending our Tuesday luncheon meetings. Our 

members are here for a few common reasons; 

providing service to our community and meeting and 

getting to know other great folks ς and having fun 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ 

pride ourselves on our diversity of age, gender, 

ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ 

ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀǇ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Rotary 

started with a few business people who saw the value of sharing ideas and conducting business 

with integrity. Talking business is not a bad word in Rotary. It is an integral part of our heritage ς 

ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊ ²ŀȅ ¢Ŝǎǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ 

to go!  

In the past year we held several very 

successful extra-curricular Fellowship 

events:  

Á Rotary Challenger Park Family Fun 

Day ς held in late June, this was a 

wonderful opportunity for kids to 

interact with handicapped kids in a 

variety of athletic events. 

Á Rotary/ Flames Golf Tournament ς 

the best value tournament in Calgary. It is not a fundraiser, it is a pat on the back for our 

community work with the Calgary Flames. Held in late August, we experienced a great golf 

course, prizes, dinner and 

entertainment. 

Á Highway clean-up ς this was held in 

late September and as you can see 

from the photo featured gorgeous fall 

weather. We have a stretch of the 

most beautiful highway in the world! 

We walked the ditches with friends 

(with garbage bags), enjoyed the 

scenery and marveled at some of the 

ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 

country! 

Rotary Club of Calgary Hockey All Stars 

Highway clean-up 






















































